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“GLOBE STAFF PHOTO/WENDY
John DeVillars, a. former EPA administrator, y jumped into the Charles River yesterday, before m’ﬂng a Duck Tour for possible beach sites.

IPOSSIBEE BEACH SITES Museum

S e Plunge evokes
=< " the good ol’ days

 BOSTON ® «  Advocates scouting termgsummetxr'.l Itw:ssntt_:untﬂ 1955 that
ol awareness of the risks of swimming in con-
GLOBE STAFF GRAPHIC/DAVID BUTLER fOI’ beaCh along Charles taminatedriver water became clear, and the

beaches along the river were closed and

Kenmore
Square

By Franco Ordonez replaced with pools.

GLOBE STAFF “It was the primary place that people
uth Golden remembers, decades could get away from their five-story walk-
ago, when her mother would ups,” said Karl Haglund, author of “Inventing
stuff a picnic basket with sand- the Charles River.”
wiches and the family would pile Now, 50 years after lifeguards called -

into their Packard and drivetoa children out of the water for the last time,
small beach in Waltham. Golden, 87, saidher  river advocacy groups say the Charles is clean
brother would bolt out of the car upon arriv- enough for recreational swimming. All that’s
al, while she would wait for her mother to needed is a safe place for a beach.
help put inflatable “water wings” on her arms To make their point, several advocates
so she could safely chase him intothe Charles  yesterday dove into the river near Nashua

| -~ River. Park, at a ceremony attended by local legisla-
R / 3 ‘» G ] ] ) Tt was 1925, Golden was 6 years old, and tors and government officials announcing

; & the Charles River was a favorite weekend efforts to locate a public access point on the

This popularbeach near MountAuburn Cemetery was escape for thousands of Bostonians and river suitable for swimming.
run by the City of Cambridge in 1925. Cantabrigians seeking refuge from the swel- CHARLES RIVER, Page B4




‘We want the kids swimming off the beaches of the Chartes River. Let’s get it like it used to be. 1here are

still people in Cambridge who talk about swimming in the Charles.’
REPRESENTATIVE ALICE WOLF

» CHARLES RIVER
Continued from Page Bl

“We want the kids swimming
off the beaches of the Charles Riv-
er,’ said state Representative Alice
‘Wolf, a Cambridge Democrat, who
filed legislation calling for a com-
mission to study the water quality
and potential swimming sites
along the Lower Charles, “Let’s get
it like it used to be. There are still
people in Cambridge who talk
about swimming in the Charles.”

‘Wolf and Representatives Peter
J. Koutoujian, a Waltham Demo-
crat, and Martha M. Walz, a Bos-
ton Democrat, joined the activists

and members of the Environmen- |

tal Protection Agency on a Duck
Tour to view where river swim-
ming took place in the past and to
scout possible future sites.

It will be several years before
sun worshipers find themselves
spreading their towels on sandy
beaches, the advocates say. Gov-
ernment officials are concerned
about the impact of storm runoff

Cambridge Democrat .ob

Advocates scout for safe beach site along Charles

COLLECTION OF WILLIAM !>xoz_OZm

and hazards such as debris in the _ ) : . )
water and Boat traffic. Oneof Em. ‘bathhouses, seen in 1907, that were constructed and maintained by the cities of Boston and Cambridge along the
Construction of a beach would ~ Charles River. Advocates say the Charles is safe for swimming, but want a safe site for beachgoers.

also pose challenges in dealing
with erosion and soil contamina-

County Jail and along the

ple can get to the water safely”

Bridge, met state swimming

in Boston. And they believe they

tion. “The water quality is good,” Esplanade. But the most promis- Ten years ago, the Environ- stanidards all last summer. owe that future to the Boston-area
said state environmental affairs  ing location would involve resur- mental Protection Agency “In the 1970s you were advised residents who have few beach op-
Secretary Stephen Pritchard, “but  recting the once-heralded Maga- launched a decadelong effort to  to get atetanus shotif youfellinto  tions. “These are people who can't
what I'm concerned about is peo-  zine Beach in Cambridge across make the polluted Charles River the river,” said John DeVillars, for- afford to go to the Cape. They can’t
ple jumping in with all theseboats . from Magazine Street. clean enough for swimming. mer EPA regional inistrator, afford to go to Maine,” said Ha-
‘around.” “It’s like you have the meal, but At the time, swimming was who Esunﬁmm the rjver ¢leanup  glund. “They’re stuck in the city.

Advocates say they are confi-

you don’t have a fork to eat it,” said

safe only 19 percent of the time,

project in 1965, “But now {t’s

And if we don’t provide them with

dent that measures can be taken Renata von Tschamer, president Last year, the Charles was safe for swimable except & major some form of recreation then they
to ensure the safety of swimmers  of the Charles River Conservancy, swimming 54 percent of the time, storm” ~ =~ ' | have nothing”

as well as boaters. Potential beach  which sponsored yesterday's accordingtothe Charles River Wa-  Thé groups sdy there ate only a v

sites include an area outside of event. “The water is swimmable, tershed Association. The Lower few more hurdlés SMMM& befpre  Franco Ordonez can be reached at
Nashua Park in front of the Suffolk  but we have to make sure the peo-  Charles, east of the Longfellow river swimming is a reality aghin fordonex@globe.com.
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