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Dear Parklands Friend,



A Calm So Deep 
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Anita Diamant is an American author of fiction and non-fiction books. She is best 
known for her most successful novel The Red Tent which was a New York Times 
best seller. This was followed by the novels Good Harbor and The Last Days of 
Dogtown and her newest book, Day After Night.
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River Waltz

Debra Iles, a Charles River Conservancy Board member, currently works at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. Prior to joining Harvard, she worked as a public health 
consultant and as an executive with Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare. Debra first became interested in rivers within cities after living for several years in Philadelphia, home of the 
beautiful Schuylkill River. Debra is particularly interested in the connection between active recreation and the Parklands. 



7

Joseph LaRusso, a Roslindale resident, wrote these verses to MIT’s infamous 
drinking song for State Representative Marty Walz when she was asked to 
speak at MIT for the 50th Smoot Anniversary celebration in 2008.  She knows 
the Harvard Bridge (aka the Mass Ave Bridge) well and also its Smoot markings 
as she walks across the bridge regularly.  Her walking loop around the Charles 
River Basin also takes her over the Longfellow Bridge. Her experience navigating 
the difficult sidewalks on that bridge inspired her to work with various advocacy 
groups to improve pedestrian and bike conditions. These bridges form an 
important part of the Parklands.

The Lost Smoot Verses from the Engineer’s  
Drinking Song
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Memories of the Charles

Fred Salvucci is a civil engineer specializing in transportation, with particular interests in infrastructure, 
urban transportation, public transportation, and institutional development in decision-making. He 
served as transportation advisor to Boston Mayor Kevin White between 1970 and 1974, and then 
as Secretary of Transportation of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts under Governor Michael 
Dukakis between 1975 and 1978 and again from 1983 to 1990. In those roles he participated 
in much of the transportation planning and policy formulation in the Boston urbanized area and the 
Commonwealth of the past 35 years, with particular emphasis on the expansion of the transit system, 
the development of the financial and political support for the Central Artery/Tunnel Project, and the 
design of implementation strategies to comply with the Clean Air Act consistent with economic growth. 
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Anastasia Again!
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Lois Lowry is the author of more than thirty books for young adults, including the 
popular Anastasia Krupnik series. She has received countless honors, among them the 
Boston Globe-Horn Book Award, the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award, the California 
Young Reader’s Medal, and the Mark Twain Award. She received Newberry Medals 
for two of her novels, Number the Stars and The Giver. Ms. Lowry now divides 
her time between Cambridge and an 1840s farmhouse in Maine. 
Excerpt from Anastasia Again! by Lois Lowry. Copyright (c) 1981 by Lois Lowry. Reprinted by 
permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Excerpt from
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Cambridge on the Charles

Mameve Medwed has published 
five novels, all but one of them set in 
Cambridge, and has just handed in 
her sixth.  She has lived on her side  
of the Charles since 1964.
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My Own Back Yard

Denise Simmons, a lifelong resident of Cambridge, was raised in a family that 
taught her the value of hard work, the importance of civic engagement, and the 
power of community. As a city councilor, and later as mayor, she has made great 
contributions to the growth and livability of her city.

Watercolor Paint Classes with Frank M. Costantino
On a Saturday of unexpected rain, a group of watercolor painters met for a summer workshop under the Museum of Science’s Washburn Pavilion. With protection from constant drizzle, 
painters captured the River Basin, the Longfellow Bridge, the Pavilion’s iron tracery, and duck boats as subjects. Watercolor workshops enable the sunny or rainy day painter to capture 
some views of the ever-shifting beauty of the Charles, while developing their skills and appreciation for the medium. A season’s schedule of Mr. Costantino’s seminars can be found at 
http://www.fmcostantino.com/gallery/fineart/gallery_seminarschedule.html.
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The Christian A. Herter Center for the  
Environmental Arts and the Mary Caroline 
Herter Memorial Public Garden

Adele Herter Seronde now lives in Sedona, Arizona. From 1968 to1971 she was co-director for the Visual Arts 
of the Boston Neighborhood Arts Festival (Summerthing). From 1974-1980 she directed the Herter Center as an 
art and environmental learning center. 
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Lawrence Coolidge is a private trustee and charitable foundation manager with a strong 
interest in conservation of both land and fisheries. He has relationships with several 
timberland management organizations in Maine. Mr. Coolidge was the founder and 
treasurer of the Beacon Hill Elms. He has enjoyed rowing a single shell on the Charles 
for the last five decades, and as a result he has a special attachment to the Parklands 
along the river. Through advocacy and with his chainsaw, he has tried to improve the 
condition of these Parklands, which are so important to the enjoyment of our city.

Clearing Brush along the Charles River
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My Walden in the City

John DeVillars lives and works in Boston. As former administrator of the New England Region EPA,  
he initiated the “Swimmable Fishable Charles 2005” campaign. He is currently Managing Partner  
of BlueWave Capital, LLC, a renewable energy development company, and Senior Vice President  
of the environmental consulting firm TRC, and enjoys the Parklands daily.
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Page 26-27 [formerly 16-17] Renata von Tscharner – Falling in Love with the Charles (2 page spread)

Falling in Love with the Charles

Renata von Tscharner, founder and president of the Charles River 
Conservancy, was born and educated in Switzerland and trained as 
an architect and city planner. She worked in Paris and London and, as 
Assistant City Planner, in Bern, Switzerland, before moving to Cambridge. 
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Page 26-27 [formerly 16-17] Renata von Tscharner – Falling in Love with the Charles (2 page spread)
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Growing Up along the Charles

Nancy Schön is a native of Newton and a member of the Charles River Conservancy Board. She is a public art sculptor, best  
known for her sculpture of “Make Way for Ducklings,” based on the drawings of Robert McCloskey, in the Boston Public Garden.

30/31
use Weeks bridge picture  (Costantino Wind over the Charles) 
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River Story

Susan Hockfield has served as the 16th President of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology since December 2004. A noted neuroscientist focused on the 
development of the brain, Dr. Hockfield is the first life scientist to lead MIT.



29

Everybody’s River

Renée Loth is a columnist and longtime editor of the Boston Globe. She has lived in the watershed of the Charles, currently in Brighton, for 40 years.
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Get InvolvedBoard of Directors

Contact Us

Advisory Board
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