
The Lynch Family Skatepark: 
The 40,000-square-foot Lynch 
Family Skatepark, adjacent to 
North Point Park, has been 
a major capital project of the 
Charles River Conservancy. 
Construction began in the 
spring of 2015 and on No-
vember 14, 2015 the Lynch 
Family Skatepark opened to a 
2,500-person crowd. The skate-
park has been turned over to 
the CRC’s project partner, DCR, 
who manages the public facility. 

Conservancy Volunteers: 
The Charles River Conservancy’s volunteers are engaged year-
round, participating in activities including planting daffodil 
bulbs, painting park benches, removing invasive species, 
trimming brush, and trash cleanup. Each year, the Conservan-
cy works with approximately 2,000 volunteers to perform vital 
park maintenance work and ensure permanent improvements 
in the parklands. Since 2002, more than 28,000 Conservancy 
Volunteers have contributed over $1.9 million of donated labor 
to improve the health, safety, and beauty of the Charles River 
parklands.  

Water Quality: 
The Conservancy is partnering with 
Northeastern University to conduct daily 
water quality testing at the proposed swim 
site at North Point Park during Summer 
2017 and 2018. A PhD student is sampling 
and analyzing the water for E. coli and 
cyanobacteria. This data will tell us how 
many days of the swim season it would be 
possible for swimming to occur based on 
Department of Public Health standards.  
Based on these criteria, data from 2017 
shows that the chosen North Point site was 
swimmable for much of the summer!

City Splash: 
City Splash is the exciting opportunity 
to safely swim in the Charles River! 
The annual state-sanctioned commu-
nity swim, hosted by the Conservan-
cy, allows members of the public to 
experience the joy of swimming in 
their Charles River–one of the clean-
est urban rivers in the United States! 
Before every City Splash event, water 
quality tests are done at the event site 
to ensure the public’s health and safety 
at the swim. Over 1,200 people have 
participated in City Splash!

Future Swim Park: 
The Conservancy is working to 
return swimming to the Charles 
River through a safe, fun, and 
accessible permanent swimming 
facility in the Charles River to 
be enjoyed by everyone. The 
Conservancy wants to celebrate 
the environmental success of the 
Charles River’s significant turn-
around and encourage people to 
stay tuned into the river’s ongo-
ing health—we believe swimming 
is the best way to do this.

Daffodils: 
Started in 2010 to celebrate the Conservancy’s 10th Anni-
versary, volunteers planted 10,000 bulbs along the river’s 
banks. This has become an annual tradition, with the 
Conservancy’s volunteers planting daffodils each fall to 
welcome springtime with pops of bright cheerful color!

Underpasses Advocacy: 
Enhancing public access throughout the parklands is central to the Charles River Conservancy’s mission. Since 2006, the Con-
servancy has advocated for a pedestrian/bicycle underpass to be included on the Boston side of the Anderson Memorial Bridge. 
The Anderson Bridge Underpass overcame a major hurdle in December 2016 when the Mass. Historical Commission (MHC) 
ruled that they accept the “adverse effect” of constructing an underpass and gave MassDOT authorization to proceed with the 
design process. The underpass also has the support of DCR and the City of Boston. With an MOU between MassDOT, MHC 
and a large coalition of supporters that includes the Conservancy, the project is now moving into the final steps of design.

Magazine Beach: 
Magazine Beach is a 15-acre park in Cam-
bridge, featuring a historic granite “powder 
house,” which was built in 1818 as a state 
gunpowder magazine. The building was first 
redeveloped in 1899 by Olmsted & Eliot as a 
bathhouse to accommodate a lively swim-
ming scene at Magazine Beach. Today, the 
Powder House is yet again being reimagined 
as a visitors center and concessionaire space. 
The Conservancy regularly hosts volunteer 
events at Magazine Beach and helps advocate 
for projects in partnership with the Cam-
bridgeport Neighborhood Association.

Tree Advocacy: Greenough Boulevard
The Conservancy has partnered with DCR to offer watering along Greenough Boulevard  and deep 
root fertilization for trees within the lower basin’s urban parklands.

Herter Park: 
Located along the riverbank in Brighton, Christian A. Herter Park is the largest section of 
open parkland in the Charles River Basin. With two community gardens, a playground, spray 
fountain, a large open lawn that draws volleyball and badminton players, and a canoe and kayak 
rental kiosk, this area of the parklands has something for everyone. The Conservancy Volun-
teers program is working closely with the Friends of Herter Park to restore the historic Herter 
Park Theatre for public programming, which resumed productions in 2017 after 7 fallow years.

I-90 AKA Beacon Park Yards: 
Since 1965, the Allston I-90 viaduct and surrounding road 
infrastructure have separated communities and individuals 
from each other and from the Charles River parklands. Nearly 
fifty years later, MassDOT has begun the process to replace and 
realign this now-crumbling highway—a $500M reconstruc-
tion! This 100 acre project is a “once in a century” opportunity 
to transform the Charles River parklands along the Mass Pike 
and between the BU and River Street Bridges. MassDOT has 
already proposed moving Soldiers Field Road away from the 
river. Neighborhood and transit advocacy groups, including 
the Conservancy, are pushing MassDOT to include cycling/
pedestrian connectivity, public transit improvements, and 
enlarged parklands as part of the project’s scope.

= ~5 Conservancy Volunteer Events

Making the parklands more active, 
attractive and accessible since 2000.
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Donna Murphy • Anne Myers & Cameron Brandt • Steve Nadis • Jessica Nahigian • Amanda 
Nash Nanci Nason • Kavita Navani & Rajesh Dharampuriya • Virginia Newes • Brian Newman  
Patricia Nolan • Alexandra Novina • Frances O’Leary • Lydia Ogden • Lisa Oliver • Nancy 
Osgood David & Jane Otte • Dr. David Ozonoff • Gail Packer • Gemma Parker • Jacquelyn Parks 
Paul Parravano • David Patel • Padmavathi Patel • Karen Patterson • PayPal Giving Fund • David 
Payzant • Beverly & Richard Peiser • Scott Penman • Shruti Peri • Amy Perlmutter • Thomas D. 
Perry III • Loumona Petroff • Bruce Petschek • Jane Pfister • Kim Pfluger • Patricia Pierce • Cara 
Pirkey • William C. Pisano • Emily Pittore • Viviana Planine • Becky Port • SJ Port • Joshua Posner  
Michael Price • Ryan Price • Daniella Priebatsch • Michael Proscia • Rainbow Bridge Advisors, 
LLC • Rebecca Ramsay • Ronaldo Rauseo-Ricupero • Dave Read • Susan Redlich • Susan Redline  
Tom & Jessica Reece • Joseph M. Renda, TR for Concetta Renda • Terry Rice • Angela Richardson 
Alli Rico • Daniel Robert • Michael Rocca • Julie Rohnwein & Jonathan Aibel • Leticia Rojas • Susan 
Rosen • Stanley Rosenberg • Jay Rosengard • Athar Roshandelpoor • James Ross • Ann Louise Rossi  
Ellen Rothman • Ruth Rothstein • Nicole Ruiz de Luzuriaga • Jens Rybo • Mark Sabalauskas • Jenny 
Sadler • Srikumar Sahasranaman • Judith Saide • Seyedehyasamin Salamat • Raluca Sambra  
Andrei Sambra • Ana Santos • Erica Sauer • Judith Schaefer • Ellie Schaffzin • Doris & Simon 
Scheff  Skip Schiel • Robert Schiffman • Kerri Schmidt • Julia Schofield • Dr. & Mrs. Clifford Scott 
Lori Segall • Carmeline Shapiro • Laurie Sheffield & Jonathan Austin • John Shetterly • Joel Shield 
Sahar Shirani • Gail & Peter Silberstein • Jamie Simchik • Beverly Sky • Cynthia Smith • Marilyn Ray 
Smith • Anne H. Smith • Charles Smith • Abbie Smith-Howe • Ewa Smoczkiewicz & Philip Altekruse 
Karen Smyers • Cynthia Snow • Diane Sokal • Marie-Dolores Solano • Jo & Maxwell Solet • Greg 
Soutiea • Meridith Spencer • Carol Springs • Barbara Sproat • Guy Staff • Lois Stanley & Mark 
Bildman Lois Stanley • Maggie Starr • Ray Starr • Elizabeth Starr • Ann Starr • Martha Stearns • Sara 
Steele-Rogers • Peter Steiger • David Stern • Bronwen Stern • Marc Stern • Juliet Stone 
Susaan Straus • Jennifer & Guy Stuart • Cathleen Sullivan • Liam Sullivan • Nita Sutton 
Benjamin Sutton • Jason Tanzer • Marcie Tardiff • Anne Tate • Jaymie Testa • Phil Tetreau • Marisa 
Theroux-Jones • Daniele C. Thomas • Alexandra Thomsen • Arthur Tischler • Lucy & Barclay Tittmann 
Anne Tolbert • Alexander Toth • Carol Tougee • Eric Tracey • Michele Tracey • Carl Tremblay 
Maria Truslow Deborah Tucker • Esther Tutella-Chen • Susan Tweed • Kristin Uiterwyk • Sam 
Valentine • Nick van Lear • Charlie Vasiliades • Fruzsina Veress • Vinaka LLC DBA Bed & 
Breakfast Associates Bay Colony • Judith Walcott • Chloe Wallace • Nathalie Wallace • Peter 
Walter • Jane Walton Rowe Yuran Wang • Kelly Webber • Katy Weinberg • Josefine Wendel  
Rand Wentworth • Robert & Gayle Wettach • Nannie & Frank Wezniak • Susan Smith White & 
Lindsay White • Carolyn F. White • Barbara & George Whitesides • Robin Whitworth • James 
Wieder • Gretchen Willenberg • Dr. Walter & Gail Willett • Brigid Williams • Benjamin Williams 
Ethan Winters • Julie Wood Barbara P. Worcester • Eric Workman • Sheri & Robert Wright 
David Zabner • Sasha Zaits • Gary D. Zanercik • Julianne Zimmerman • Ye Zong • Ariel Zucker  

We are grateful to you our generous donors for making our 
work possible. Below are donations made during our 2016 
and 2017 fiscal years (October 2015 through September 2017). 
To be listed as a 2018 supporter, donate at www.thecharles.
org or send your check to the Charles River Conservancy at 
43 Thorndike Street S3-3, Cambridge, MA 02141. Thank you.

In case you have a question about this list, please email us at 
crc@thecharles.org. Thank you.

THANK YOU


