
As we head into 2024 and the fifth year of implementing our strategic plan, we are so thankful for all the exciting progress that 
YOUR support has made possible along the way:

• Innovative Ecological Interventions: The CRC celebrated the culmination of the initial research for the Charles 
River Floating Wetland, which validated the positive impact that this nature-based solution can have on water quality 
and resilience and inspired plans for a larger installation that we will develop in the coming year.  

• Community Stewardship: On top of the 2,000+ volunteers we hosted for one-day park improvement activities this 
year, we have increased our “boots on the ground” capacity with our Charles River Environmental Watch (C.R.E.W.) 
program to independently maintain designated park spaces. In the last year, the group has nearly doubled in size and 
capacity to support litter removal, invasive species management and more. 

• Equitable Investments: The CRC was thrilled that our joint communication and advocacy with the Lynch Family 
Skatepark community led to the extension of nighttime lighting–providing park users with more time and greater safety 
to enjoy the park. We have also worked closely with the skatepark community to spark a meaningful and community-
inclusive public art installation. 

• Coalitions for Effective Advocacy: As a leading voice in the multi-stakeholder discussions on the I90 Multimodal 
Project, Allston development projects, Memorial Drive improvements and more, we advanced creative design solutions 
to improve the health of the river, increase open space access, and enhance user experience.

As exciting as these achievements are, much work remains to build the bold future that the river deserves. Your 
continued generous support of the CRC is greatly appreciated! It will increase our collective ability to care for the Charles 
River and its parks, strengthen the health and resilience of these critical environmental resources, and enhance the enjoyment 
of all who hold these spaces dear.

We wish you and your family a wonderful 2024, with many enjoyable moments along the river!

Sincerely,
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Ways To Give:
Give a gift of stock

Ask about employer-match

Give in celebration of someone

Learn about legacy giving

Make it monthly
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The Charles River Community The Charles River Community 

Strengthening Environmental & 
Community Resiliency

Empowering Park Support Initiatives

Learn more about our projects and programs at thecharles.org

Supporting Physical & 
Ecological Resources

Creating Unique Relationships to the River
City Splash, our signature event, is a beloved tradition that connects 
the community with the river and its parks. Boston dealt with one of the 
rainiest summers in 2023 that prevented our ability to host it, but we look 
forward to bringing it back in 2024! We are committed to reducing barriers 
to participation, collaborating with diverse communities, and promoting the 
event far and wide to ensure more individuals can experience the Charles 
River in this unique way.

The Lynch Family Skatepark is a growing hub of inclusivity and community building, 
offering wheeled-athletes a dedicated and inviting space along the Charles. We 
are grateful for the skatepark community’s robust feedback provided over the past 
year (inset photo), illuminating many opportunities for art to provide vibrant creative 
expression and functional support for the space. The CRC is excited to develop and 
to release a Call for Public Art for the park that is representative of its community and 
leverages the opportunities to support it.

Our advocacy efforts aim to secure essential resources for the parks, to 
enhance public-private partnerships, and to promote the public’s interests in 
decisions that impact our shared public lands. A key component of this work 
is advocating for increased funding and capacity for DCR, which not only 
impacts the Charles River, but all state parks and natural resources across the 
Commonwealth.With our expansive network that brings diverse stakeholders 
together, we continue to build effective advocacy coalitions that are dedicated to 
supporting public lands for current and future generations, ensuring they remain 
a source of joy and inspiration for all.

Our stewardship efforts, powered by our dedicated staff and community volunteers, play a pivotal 
role in maintaining the health and vitality of the Charles River parks. With expanded roles for our 
independent C.R.E.W. volunteers, additional training for invasive species removal, and more data 
collection, we can better address immediate needs in the parks as well as inform the long-term 
strategy for the Charles River’s ecosystem (Read more in the insert!). Through our partnership 
on DCR’s Charles River Vegetation Management Plan, we continue to support biodiversity and 
habitat restoration. 

The CRC’s floating wetland initiative continues to grow its multifaceted impacts. 
The island hosts abundant native plant life, attracting a rich array of birds and 
insects. This rich ecosystem makes it a terrific platform for STEAM education, 
which includes wetland-themed classroom activities, on-site youth design 
exercises, and kayak excursions. The CRC is building on these youth and 
community connections, as well as 3 years of foundational research, to advance 
the vision for a larger, more impactful installation.
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Lynch Family Skatepark

Charles River Floating Wetland 

Swimmable Charles Initiative

Advocacy

Park Stewardship

Advancing Spatial Justice with Public Art
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The Charles River Conservancy appreciates your contributions to The River Bank, the 
annual fund that supports our daily work and special projects and programs. All donors 
will be recognized in the CRC’s Annual Report and website and will receive a subscription 
to the CRC’s monthly e-newsletter, as well as invitations to CRC events. A gift at any level 
is meaningful to us if it is meaningful to you. 

Examples of how your gift contributes to the vitality of the Charles River and its parks include:

Make a Contribution
The Charles River Conservancy 
depends on the generosity and support 
of individuals, foundations, and 
businesses to achieve its mission. To 
make a contribution to The River Bank, 
please make checks payable to Charles 
River Conservancy or visit us online 
at thecharles.org/theriverbank. 
For more information please contact 
Laura Jasinski, Executive 
Director at (617) 300-8175 or 
ljasinski@thecharles.org.

$100-$499
Inspiring the next generation of river 
stewards by sharing educational 
resources like floating wetland activity 
kits to science classrooms

$500-$999  
Improving the river’s health with activities 
that keep trash out of the river, like park 
stewardship by our CRC volunteers

$1,000-$2,499
Creating unique outdoor experiences, 
including our annual City Splash 
community swim 

$2,500-$4,999
Supporting biodiversity and healthy 
ecosystems, such as management of 
harmful invasive plant species

$5,000-$9,999
Envisioning an accessible riverfront 
through our advocacy and coalition 
building for projects like the Allston 
Multimodal Project

$10,000-$24,999
Supporting arts and culture in our public 
parks with partnership-building and 
community engagement

$25,000+
Enhancing the river’s resilience, including 
planning and design for an expanded 
floating wetland installation

The River Bank
The Annual Fund of the 

Charles River Conservancy

Stewardship Society



 

More Ways toMore Ways to
Support our Parks!Support our Parks!

Learn more at 
thecharles.org/charles-river-
environmental-watch/ 

Email our Stewardship and 
Volunteer Manager
svallieres@thecharles.org

Charles River Environmental WatchCharles River Environmental Watch

CREW members engage deeply as park stewards, 
monitoring park conditions and removing litter 
and invasive species, all with the flexibility of 

volunteering on their own schedule. 

“The CRC’s CREW program has allowed me to get to know 
the Charles River in a deeper way. A home to wonderful plants, 
animals, and all those who pass by—there is so much life that it 
offers. Being a steward for the Charles reminds me of my impact 

on all of this life and the pleasures of protecting it.”
– Joseph, CREW member

Your generous donations support this program to 
give our parks an extra boost of love!


